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Preface 


History is such a milestone on the backbone of a nation, on which the important, as well as | 
unimportant events are inscribed, in a chronological order. That nationality, which becomes oblivious 


of its history is bound to face hardships. The history is like a lighthouse. History acts as a torch-bearer 
to lead a nation or nationality from the turbulent periods that they may face. Under the torchlight of 
the history, the nations tread further on the path of glory and achievements. The golden pages of 
the history, make such a palatial palace, which tells us about the pious deeds of the great Gurus, 
saints, sages, brave warriors and scholars. In fact, it makes such a valuable treasure, which gives 
us a true account of the identity, distinctiveness and peculiarity of a nation. History is the initial or 
first food for the new generation of a nation. It is a guideline and at the same a warning too, that a 


particular path may not be treaded. History tells us about the important events of the past. It throws | 


light on the heroic wars fought for a just cause. Brave deeds, devotional achievements, the examples 
of those faithful saint-soldiers are revealed to the new generation by the annals of history. History 
tells us about the sacrifices made by the forerunners of a nation. From the pages of the history, we 
come to know how our great Gurus, saints and warriors, had said goodbye to the comforts and 


luxuries of day to day life and not only chosen the thorny paths but had embraced the cruelty of the | 


rulers of erstwhile times. They have proved with their untold and unbelievable sacrifices that they 
can defeat the autocrat, cruel and despotic regimes of the present day Kalyug by adopting peaceful 
means. The hands of the times have done away with many despots, but the sweet memory of those 
warriors is, and will ever remain, who have faced those ignoble forces, because these memories 
have been kept alive, with the sacred blood of our Sikh nation. There is no doubt in it that the Sikh 


History has originated from the will of the Great God Himself. Our tenth Guru Sri Guru Gobind Singh 4 
baptized us with the eternal nectar (Amrit). He created the Khalsa Panth and his devotees embraced 4 


death most happily. His Sikhs joked the death and were crucified on Charkharies, a medieval method 
or torture. These saint-soldiers proved fatal for the cruel rulers of those times. Our great Guru 
established Taksals so as to preserve the noble scriptures of our great Gurus. These Taksals teach 


the Gursikhs the correct ways of paying obeisance to the writings of our great Gurus. 
We will change the schemes of your dreams. 
We will rise like a storm of light and change the destiny. 


Following the preachings of our great Gurus, and treading the path they have shown, the 
forerunners of the Taksals were made to be cut their bodies from limbs and joints; they were beheaded 


by the enemy, yet they placed their heads on their hands and continued fighting. They proved $ 


whatsoever they said. These forerunners of the Taksals spoke about the Sikh scriptures: i.e. the 
Gurbani and they became the embodiment of Gurbani themselves. When it came to the service of 
the Gurdwaras; they proved themselves true to it. They were perfect devotees. At the same time 
they were saint-soldiers as well. It is an upheaval task to give an account of the lives of the pious 
forerunners of the Damdami Taksal, which is known as mobile or active university of the Sikh Qaum 
(nation) which is engaged in spreading the message of our great Gurus. But in spite of all these 
insurmountable difficulties, it will be an endeavour to highlight these great followers of the Sikh 
Dharam and the pen will always be eager to pay obeisance to the heroic deeds of them. 


The servant of Guru Panth 
A student of the Jatha 


Deedar Singh Khujala $ 
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Why the Damdami Taksal was Established 


i | When the tenth Guru Sri Guru Gobind Singh was bestowing his perpetual bliss on the 
| Sikh Sangat in Sri Anandpur Sabib, one day, a Sikh while reciting the holy verses of the Panj 
| | Granthi, the breviary of the Guru Granth, he made a mistake unknowingly, as he was reciting 
| A it with full devotion. On this, Bhai Daya Singh requested the Guru, “O Great Lord ! Cherisher 
| | | of the poor and downtrodden !! Please teach us the meaning of the boly scriptures (Gurbani) 
Ẹ with your kind grace. It is not possible to pronounce it (Gurbani) correctly without knowing 


the meaning of the same.” 


| The Guru would never refuse the request of the Sikhs, as he was very benevolent towards 
|] the Sikh Sangat. After fighting many battles with the enemy, when all the members of bis family 
; | were sacrificed at the altar of the Sikh Panth, including bis four sons, the tenth Guru came 

| to Talwandi after pardoning the forty Sikbs at Muktsar Sahib. It was at this time that the 
A Guru ordered the Sikhs, “Go to Dhir Mal at Kartar Pur. The scripture created by the fifth Guru 
E Sri Guru Arjun Dev, bas a few blank pages. They are meant for inclusion of the boly creations 
| | (Bani) of the ninth Guru Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur to it. The same may be included into the 
; | Granth and the meanings of the Granth will also be explained.” But when Baba Deep Singh 
| | went to Dhir Mal alongwith 24 Sikbs, Dhir Mal said that if Sri Guru Gobind Singh is an 
| | embodiment of Sri Guru Nanak and Sri Guru Arjun Dev, why cant be dictate the Granth at 


his own ? 


| In order to disprove the sarcasm of Dhir Mal, Sri Guru Gobind Singh blessed Guru Ki 
j Kanshi Takht Sri Damdama Sahib, Sabo Ki Talwandi and appointed Bhai Mani Singh as writer. 
| Thus the tenth Guru recited the whole Granth with bis boly tongue. The pen flew so eternally 
E that Sri Jap Ji Sahib. Rebras Sahib and up to Kirtan Sobila were written on the very first day. 
| | That very evening the Guru explained the meaning of the Bani (holy scripture). The whole 
1 Sangat enjoyed the perpetual benediction of the deep lying meanings; especially when they were 
told by the tenth Guru himself That is how the writing, reading and meaning of the Gurbani 

4 began. The Guru would dictate the Bani in the very early morning and would explain the 
| i | meaning to 48 Sikhs and a large congregation of the Sikh Sangat in the evening. The paper, 
| | ink and pens would be provided by Baba Deep Singh with perfect devotion, In that way the 
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whole Guru Granth was dictated in 9 months and 9 days. It bad begun on Katak Sudi 
Puranmashi of Samvat 1762 and was completed on Sawan 23, 1763 Bikrami. The whole Granth 


was completed from aio Athara Das Bees’ including the immortal boly writing of Sri Guru $ 


legh Bahadur. Thus the great Guru bestowed his benevolence on our posterity. Seeing this the 


whole Sangat and rest of the well wishers of the Guru were wonder-struck. 


Alongwith the Sikh Sangat which had the privilege of listening the meaning of the holy 
Granth from the boly mouth of the tenth Guru, the 48 Gursikhs got eternal salvation. None 


was conscious of his mortal self Seeing this, the Guru ordered Bhai Mani Singh not to renunciate 


everything, but on the other band should continue the service of the Sangat as usual. “Whatsoever 


_ I bave taught you, you must teach it to the sangat. Your limbs and joints may be cut from 


your body, but the eternal knowledge you have acquired will remain.” 


Bhai Mani Singh was sent to Sri Amritsar to set up a laksal of the meaning of Guru | 


Granth Sahib, while Baba Deep Singh was ordered to start such a Taksal at Damdama Sahib. 
These two Taksals are still running side by side under the guidance of some possessed soul 
(Brahm Giani). 
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Martyr Baba Deep Singh 

Baba Ji was born in 1682 A.D. in village Pahuwind, district Amritsar. The name 
of his father was Bhagta and his mother’s name was Jeeuni. He had a great interest 
in recitation of Gurbani, Keertan and Satsang right from the childhood. Whenever he 
had time he would practise horse riding, skill at arms i.e. learn to fight and tent pegging. 
He was very softspoken and bore a good moral character. The people of his territory 
used to pay him a great regard for his religious and pious leanings. 


In 1704 A.D., when the tenth Guru Sri Guru Gobind Singh dictated the holy 
scripture of Sri Guru Granth Sahib at Damdama Sahib, Sabo Ki Talwandi, Baba Deep 
Singh used to make arrangement for the paper, ink and reed-pens with great zeal and 
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zest. On completing this epoch-making task, when Sri Guru Gobind Singh went to Hazoor | 
Sahib Nanded, Baba Deep Singh accompanied him. At the time when at Hazoor Sahib 
Nanded, the Guru bestowed the Guruship to Sri Guru Granth Sahib, Baba Deep Singh 
was present there as one of the five beloveds (Panj Piaras); the names of the others — 
being Bhai Dharam Singh, Bhai Har Singh, Bhai Santokh Singh and Bhai Gurbakhsh | 
Singh Shaheed (the martyr). The Guru performed the Ardas (prayer) in the presence of 
these five beloved ones. Afterwards on the orders of Sri Guru Gobind Singh, Baba Deep 
Singh started teaching the Sikhs the correct recitation of Sri Guru Granth Sahib and 
explained the correct meaning of the same. He also taught the Sangat how to pay full 
respect to the Saroop of Sri Guru Granth Sahib. The proper service to this sacred scripture — 
was also taught by him. He used to prepare pothis (small sacred books of Gurbani) which 
were sent at different places. He preached a lot of Gurbani in a very short span of time. 
Baba Deep Singh helped Baba Banda Singh Bahadur in every battle and campaign from 
1708 A.D. to 1715A.D. 


In 1716 A.D., Baba Ji wrote four copies of the sacred Granth in Gurmukhi (Punjabi. 


language). These four different sacred copies were sent to four Takhts—Sri Akal Takht 4 
_ Sri Amritsar, Takht Sri Harmandir Sri Patna Sahib (Bihar), Takht Sri Kesgarh Sahib Sri 


Anandpur Sahib, Takht Sri Abichal Nagar Sachkhand Sri Hazoor Sahib (Maharashtra). 


Baba Deep Singh was not only the scholar of Gurmukhi, but he was quite proficient 
in Arabic and Persian as well. He is the very first Sikh scholar of the Panth, who wrote the 


"sacred Granth in Arabic and sent it to Arab. The people of Arabic countries pay full $ 


obeisance to that Granth. They have faith in this form of the Granth and the wishes of the 
people are fulfilled after an Ardas before this Granth which is written in Arabic alphabet. 


_ This unique contribution of Baba Deep Singh is for the betterment of the people. 
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Great scholar, philosopher and saint-soldier Baba Deep Singh commanded a great 
respect among the Sikh Qaum (nation). 


When Nawabhood was bestowed upon Nawab Kapur Singh, he, first of all put it at 
the feet of five Sikhs. Baba Deep Singh was one of these five Sikhs. 


(group leaders) were made. Baba Deep Singh led one of these Jathas. In his Jatha two 
thousand horse riders (cavalrymen) would be every ready. When Massa Rangar did an 


act of sacrilege to the Golden Temple, Sri Harmandir Sahib, it was Jathedar Budha Singh fE 


of the Jatha of Baba Deep Singh, who sent Bhai Sukha Singh and Bhai Mehtab Singh. 
They beheaded Massa Rangar, which was put before Baba Deep Singh. When Baba 
Deep Singh heard the news that Jahan Khan was desecrating the holy tank of Sri Amritsar 
Sahib, he could not control himself. Baba Ji took with him five hundred warriors. He put 


on the clothes of yellow colour (Kesri Rang). He adorned himself with all the customary $ 


After the demise of Dewan Darbara Singh, two Jathas of the Sikhs were formed _ | 
namely, Tarna Dal and Budha Dal. Tarna Dal was further divided into five and five Jathedars iE 
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weapons. He took the double-edged sword in his hand and had a holy dip in the holy tank 
” of Sri Tarn Taran Sahib. He offered the sacred pudding to the Sangat and made an Ardas 
(prayer) before Sri Guru Granth Sahib. With the slogans of ‘Bole So Nihal’ he started 
advancing towards Sri Amritsar Sahib. He offered his final prayer “Until and unless | make 
free the Golden Temple, Sri Harmandir Sahib from the cruel hands of the enemy, | will not | 
lay down my life.” | 


Tapera 


What is nectar  ? This is that nectar 

of which even a drop if goes in the body of someone 
That one will come into the battle-field 

with sword even after death; 

If a drop goes inside the eye of somebody 

Bi The death cannot dare to stare that eye. 


The both the armies faced each other in the battle-field of Chabba. The whole 
ground became red with the blood. There was a grim and bitter fight between Baba Ji and 
Yakoob Khan. Baba Ji struck him with his mace with such a force that he breathed his 
last. Seeing the death of Yakoob Khan, Jahan Khan came forward himself. When Baba Ji 
and Jahan Khan were fighting, both struck each other with their respective weapons. This | 
way, both were beheaded. Seeing the head separated from the body, a Sikh said, “Baba 
Ji! you had made an Ardas (prayer) that you will put your head at the altar of Sri Guru 
Ramdas, but what has happened now ?” 


a 


am 


Hearing this, Baba Ji put his head on his left hand. He again took the double-edged 
sword into his hand and started killing the enemies again. Those who saw it were wonder- | 
struck. The enemy force started to flee. They were saying that the general of the Sikhs f 
was fighting even when he was beheaded. This way a scare was created among them $ 
and they started leaving the battle-field. | 


Sahib. The Sikhs shouted the slogans of victory. Baba Ji made an Ardas with full reverence 
and put his head in altar of Sri Guru Ramdas Ji. Then he departed for his heavenly abode, 
the Sachkhand. 


Cut the heads; fall down there are 
innumerable arms and heads 

Go forward like the man perfect 
The head will be put at destination. 


a ING pananjung -ka 


Fighting this way, Baba Ji reached inside the complex (Parkarma) of Sri Harmandir | | 

















Baba Gurbakhsh Singh Shaheed ( Martyr) 


Bhai Dasaunda Singh and Mata Lachhmi went to the holy feet of Sri Guru Gobind 
Singh from village Leehl (near Khemkarn) district Amritsar. With the holy orders of the 
great Guru, both of them served the Sangat and the Guru Ghar (abode of Satguru) with 


great devotion and whole-heartedly. According to their wishes the Gury bestowed his | 


blessings on them and they were blessed with a son who was a brave saint-soldier. So 
the child Gurbakhsh Singh who was very good-looking, was born at village Leehl on 
Baisakh Wadi 5, Bikrami 1745. 


At the age of 11, in Bikrami 1756 this child was baptized with eternal nectar. Baba 
Ji was of fifteen when his parents expired in Anandpur Sahib. He learned the meaning 
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f and thorough explanation of the Gurbani from Bhai Mani Singh and Baba Deep Singh. 


| This way he became well versed in Sikh scriptures. After learning the use of different 


f weapons and armaments he joined the Jatha of Baba Deep Singh. 


At the time of leaving Sri Anandpur Sahib, Sri Guru Gobind Singh ordered Baba 


| Gurbakhsh Singh to stay in Anandpur Sahib, so that the preaching of the Gurbani and 


the service and maintenance of the Gurdwaras should be continued. After the martyrdom 


i of Baba Deep Singh, Baba Gurbakhsh Singh became the chief of the Taksal. Baba 


4 Gurbakhsh Singh would also write books of holy verses and hand-books of prayers like 


_ his predecessor Baba Deep Singh and would send them at proper places. 


In 1822 Bikrami when Abdali attacked India tenth time, at that time Baba Ji was the 


| Jathedar of the Akal Takht Sahib as well. He had his holy dip in the sacred tank along with 





a | 30 Sikhs of his Jatha. He made offerings of seven trays (Thals) at Sri Harmandir Sahib 
” and five of Sri Akal Takht Sahib of the holy pudding. He adorned his head with a chaplet 
4 and prayed before the holy Granth, which is embodiment of the ten Gurus. 


My Sikh religion should be with me with hair 
till I breathe my last. 
He had the orders (Mukhwak) of the holy Granth and listened the Shabads which 
are in the form of Ghories (the praise of the bridegroom) in the holy Granth. Afterwards 


he said, “Today | am going to wed the death bride.” The Turks also attacked from the 
other side. There was a pitch battle on both sides. 


Baba Ji, and the Khan, who was having the title of Das Hazari, attacked each other 


§ atthe same time and the heads of the both were chopped off at one and the same time. 


Whenever the need arose we kissed, 
Sometimes above and sometimes below the sword. 


Baba Ji's body, below his head also started fighting, which frightened the enemy 
forces and they started fleeing. Baba Ji did away with many cruel enemies. At long last 


4 on the advice of a Muslim saint (Pir) Suba, the ruler came with offerings. He bowed 


before Baba Ji and said that in future no Turk will be disrespectful towards the Golden 
Temple, Sri Harmandir Sahib. He apologised for the sins of the past, and this way Baba 
Ji's body's lower portion rested in peace. 


The last rites of Baba Ji were performed on the backside of Sri Akal Takht Sahib 
with full honour and respect. In his everlasting memory, a Gurdwara Shaheed Ganj has 
been constructed. He is considered to be one of the prominent Sikh martyrs. He was true 


- to his words and deeds. He observed the way of life of a baptised Sikh in a very strict 


manner and lived the life of a saint-soldier. 


They are always thinking the ways of murder. 
We are fond of watching limits of excesses. 
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Giani Bhai Surat Singh Ji 


Bhai Surat Singh Ji was born in village Chanyot, district Jhang (Pakistan). His father's 
name was Ram Chand, who was rechristened as Bhai Ram Singh after baptism (taking 
eternal nectar). Bhai Ram Singh was taught by Bhai Mani Singh in Sikh scriptures and 
Sikh way of life. Afterwards he started preaching Sikhism in the Jhang region. But the § 
ruler of Multan bore ill-will against him. That is why he came to Amritsar along with Bhai 
Surat Singh. 


IH 
Bhai Surat Singh had the privilege of being near the tenth Guru and he was baptised | 
_ (took the eternal nectar) from the Satguru himself. He learned the meanings and explanation — 


of the Gurbani from Bhai Mani Singh and Baba Gurbakhsh Singh Shaheed and thus 
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became the renowned scholar of the Gurbani. He was in high esteem of the whole 
Sangat. He was known as Giani. He was a foremost scholar of Persian, Urdu and Hindi. 
For a long time he gave his discourses at Sri Amritsar and taught the Gurbani to the 
students there. 


He heard the religious discourses from Bhai Mani Singh, wrote the same in words 
and also prepared the exegesis of the first ballad (War) of Bhai Gurdas on Vaisakh Sudi 
3. Because of the innumerable virtues he possessed, he occupies a respectable place 
among the Sikh personalities. 
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Bhat Gurdas Singh Ji | 
| The elder son of Bhai Surat Singh, Bhai Gurdas Singh was born in 1825 Bikrami. $ 
4” He was an outstanding scholar. He became the chief of the Taksal after the demise of his § 

Ẹ father Bhai Surat Singh. He served at Sri Harmandir Sahib the teachings of the Gurbani 
'f and used to give his religious discourses at that place. He has made a great contribution 
-} towards the history of Sikhism. 

| 4 His son Sher Singh was martyred during the war. Someone asked him at that time, 
-] whats the state of your mind now ? It was at that time that Bhai Gurdas Singh uttered the 
} following couplet from Sri Guru Granth Sahib : 

T As long as you have attachment with the world, 

T You are bound to be punished by Dharmrai. 
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Giant Bhai Sant Singh Ji 
On the demise of Bhai Gurdas Singh, his younger brother Bhai Sant singh had the 
_ honour of being the head of the Taksal. He was the younger son of Giani Surat Singh. 


brother Giani Bhai Gurdas Singh, including the meanings and explanations. From Bikrami 
1847 onward, he would deliver his discourse on the orders (Mukh Wak) of Sri Guru Granth 
Sahib at Sri Harmandir Sahib, At the time of his discourse on Sri Guru Granth Sahib there 
used to be five Sri Guru Granth Sahibs in their perfect Parkash i.e. in the open state. 


Giani Sant Singh has the honour of being the teacher of the great poet Bhai Santokh 
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He learned Sri Guru Granth Sahib from his father Giani Bhai Surat Singh and elder 


Singh and renowned poet Megh Singh. He was a great scholar, true devotee of the great | 
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| | God, Saint and pious person. He was equally proficient in Sarl as well as Bri Bhasha. 
1 At the time of delivering the religious discourse on Sri Guru Granth Sahib, he looked to be 
| a perfect saintly figure. He would adorn himself with excellent and fine turban and would 

f wear a nice chola. He bore a good moral character and was chaste out and out. The 
| round beard would add much more to his saintly figure. 


| One day Maharaja Ranjit Singh heard the discourse of Giani Bhai Sant singh. The 
| Maharaja wanted to test the deep meaning of the discourse or the Katha on Bhai Sant 
| 
| 
f 


a Singh himself. He sent his two servants from the Ram Bagh to bring along with them ff 
Ẹ Giani Sant Singh on the request of the Maharaja. They put before the Giani the request of $ 


the Maharaja. Bhai Sahib asked them to be seated with due respect. After sometime two 


| more servants of the Maharaja came. Giani Ji took them along with him and started to go 


to Darbar Sahib for his usual discourse or Katha of Sri Guru Granth Sahib. By that time 


| { the Maharaja also reached there. The Giani also took along with him the Maharaja as 


: i well. This way, the Maharaja became very happy to see that Giani Ji was determined to 
f reach in time to the Darbar Sahib for his usual religious discourse. 


i | 
i | Along with being the chief of the Taksal, Giani Bhai Sant Singh was the head Granthi 


of Sri Darbar Sahib as well. He would share the trouble and difficulties of the people. In 


| fact, he acted like a benevolent king while doing so. He would clean the Parkarma of Sri 
i | Darbar Sahib when alone. He would pick up the droppings of the pigeons with his own 


| hands and would pick up the fallen hair for their holy last rites. He would be in service of 
_ the Harmandir of Sri Ram Dass with his own hands. He served the Guru Ghar with such 


Ẹ a devotion that on the day of the death of his grandson, he did not miss his usual routine 
| i and performed his usual duties in the Golden Temple. He delivered his usual religious 
a _ discourse on this day also. 


l | Once Maharaja Ranjit Singh was injured in the battle-field and fell into a ditch. 
i Giani Ji lifted him up and brought the Maharaja to the fort on his back. The Maharaja did | 
< not forget this noble act of Giani Ji throughout his life. Giani Bhai Sant singh was the tutor | 


of Prince Kanwar Naunihal Singh. It was with his advice that the Maharaja agreed to 
donate gold in service of Sri Harmandir Sahib. This service of gold was ‘completed under 
the supervision of Giani Ji. 


He motivated Bhai Desa Singh to donate gold for Gurdwara Baba Atal Rai. This 
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: gold adorns the two Sikh flags (Nishan Sahibs) of this Gurdwara. According to poet Megh 
| Singh, ‘this embodiment of service to the Guru Ghar and of perfect devotion to Akal Purkh 
j (great God), Bhai Sant Singh could be compared to Beas and Janak in respect of intellect, 


and in respect of endurance and bravery, he could be termed as equal to Bhisham. Giani 
Bhai Sant Singh left for his heavenly abode on Har Sudi 8 Bikrami Samvat 1889. He left 
behind him the unsurpassable memories of intellectual pursuits and of service to the 


| Singh and Bhai Jodh Singh. He was succeeded by his son Bhai Gurmukh Singh who 
became the head Granthi of Sri Harmandir Sahib. 


Golden Temple. Giani Ji was blessed with three sons, Bhai Dewa Singh, Bhai Gurmukh 
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Sant Daya Singh 


3 Giani Daya Singh became the head of the Damdami Taksal after the departure 
of Giani Bhai Sant Singh to Sachkhand. He would deliver his religious discourse 


_ with the full customs and traditions of the Taksal and would teach the students the 
-= Gurbani and its meaning with explanations in the circumambulation (Parkarma) of 
"Sri Harmandir Sahib. After getting education from him, many people became 


| preachers and Akhand Pathis and served the Sikh Panth in an exemplary manner. 
-= The foremost among his pupils is Giani Bhagwan Singh who has written exegesis 


-} or commentaries of the Gurbani and became the chief of the Damdami Taksal after 


him. 
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Once upon a time, son of Bhai Daya Singh committed a murder under the 
influence of bad company. The judges, who were supposed to deliver the justice, 


- requested Bhai Daya Singh that to meet the ends of the justice his son deserves | i 


the gallows. But they would act upon the advice rendered by Bhai Daya Singh. But 
Sant Daya Singh said, “Do as the justice demands, do not put me inside this matter” 


When his son was hanged, he obeyed the God's will happily. He was so much attached | 


with the God that he got detachment from his own son. With the grace of God he 
had already cast aside the false pride. So he called his daughter-in-law and said, 


| “O my daughter! your husband is no more in this world. Now if you want the worldly : | 


- pleasures you may go wherever you like, but if you want the perpetual benediction 


| of the Satguru, unveil yourself, serve in the community kitchen, grind the flour, cook | 
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it and serve to the Sangat, This way you can be with us.” Listening these words 


of Baba Ji, the daughter-in-law cast aside the false love with this material world and | 7 


began serving the community kitchen. Not only his daughter-in-law but whosoever 


came into contact of Baba Ji, would be above the worldly pleasures and would start | : 


obeying the sweet will of the God. 


Sant Daya Singh was a great worshipper and a pious saint. He observed the | 
mode of living of a baptized Sikh. He preached the teachings of the great Gurus © 
in his territory. With the result of his teachings innumerable people got themselves | 


baptized i.e. took the eternal nectar according to Sikh traditions. In praise of Sant 


Daya Singh, people used to Say that Aurangzeb might not have converted as many | 
people to Islam with his sword, as the Baba might have done with his exemplary 4 
1 -living and saintly preachings, towards Sikh religion. People used to address the Baba 
9 with most affectionate words. 
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Sant (Saint) Giani Bhagwan Singh Ji 


Sant Giani Bhagwan Singh had his education in Sikh scriptures from Sant Baba 


| | Daya Singh. He was taught the meanings of Sri Guru Granth Sahib, Vedant and 


of many other religions by his spiritual guide Giani Bhagwan Singh. He became the 


_ chief of the Damdami Taksal when Giani Daya Singh left for his heavenly abode. 
_ He preaches the Sikh scriptures far and wide. He used to Stay in Majithia Bunga. 


Sant Giani Bhagwan Singh devoted himself to the Gurbani. He was perfectly 


_ detached with the material world and practized the Sikh way of life throughout. While 


staying at Amritsar he trained innumerable experts in religious discourse, Sikh 
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4 Preachings and Akhand Pathis. The Prominent among his pupils are Sant Harnam 

'f Singh, Sant Fateh Chand and Sant Amir Singh. Afterwards, Sant Amir Singh became 

§ the chief of the Amritsar Taksal, founded by Bhai Mani Singh. He was a perfect 
| devout. He has written a perfect exegesis on Sri Guru Granth Sahib. 


He was a famous religious discourse deliverer and a poet. His language was 
very simple and meaningful. Having great regard for the writings of the devouts 
J, (Bhagats), he had got printed the exegesis of their scriptures into two parts. Sant 
| | Giani Bhagwan Singh had regarded the Sikh Gurus as the march of God Himself 
on earth. 


The first part of Bhagat Bani was printed in Samvat Nanakshahi 428 je. in 
1897 A.D. It was printed at Sanskrit Press, Lahore, under the authority of Ram Chand 
Manak Tahla. The service of its publication was done by Bhai Gurmukh Singh, Bazar 
Mai Sewan, Amritsar. According to Giani Bhagwan Singh, he had to undertake this 
arduous task as so many Sikhs had requested him to do so. He said he had done 
Fit for them. As there is no limit to the interpretation of the scriptures of the Gurus. 
similarly the scriptures of the devouts know no bounds. Giani Ji writes in that book, 
"I don't have any special knowledge but whatever meanings | have read from my 
teachers, the same are put before the Sangat in the printed form.” On its page 9 
| he has written, “My intelligence is meagre whatsoever | have learned with the grace 
| of God that has been presented. The Gury will be helpful and give us the strength 
: | to cross this worldly sea so as to reach our eternal home Sri Sachkhand.” His 
J contribution is really very great in the form of his writings. 
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fi of the fact that the tree of the Sikh religion which was planted by Sri Guru Gobind Singh 
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Sant Harnam Singh Ji Bedz 


The land of five rivers i.e. Punjab is full of historical memorials. This land is proud 





was kept evergreen by various saints, the Mahatmas, saint-soldiers, bountiful people and 


pious men, who were born at different times. In the history of the Sikhs, we find, on one 
Tr side a long list of those people who were saints, pious men warriors. These people laid 
Af down their lives for the greenery of the perpetual tree of Sikh religion. On the other side 


there are so many saints, scholars and soldiers of the Damdami Taksal, who imparted the 


_ education of the Sikh religion to the masses. These scholars are known as Gianis. In the 
” same series Sant Baba Harnam Singh Bedi of the Damdami Taksal was born. 
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Sant Baba Harnam Singh Bedi had his religious education from the chief of the 

Damdami Taksal, Giani Sant Bhagwan Singh as well as Bhai Jaswant Singh. He learned 
from them Sri Guru Granth Sahib alongwith its meanings and explanation, Kabit Sawayas, 
ballads (Vars) of Bhai Gurdas, Sri Gur Partap Suraj Granth and Vedant. 


When Sant Giani Bhagwan Singh left for his heavenly abode he became the ninth 
#1 chief of the Damdami Taksal, formed by the tenth Guru Sri Guru Gobind Singh. He started 
| a school of divinity at Sri Amritsar Sahib where several students had their education in 
Sri Guru Granth Sahib, Sri Dasam Granth and many other religious books. He baptized 


| so many people with eternal nectar alongwith certain other Gursikhs, at Sri Akal Takht 
§ Sahib. 















His students gave the message of Sri Guru Nanak and Sri Guru Granth Sahib 
in various parts of the country and abroad. Thus, so many people came into the 
Sikh fold. He used to sit and listen Gurbani and Shabd Kirtan at Sri Akal Takht 


Sahib. He invented a novel method of explaining the meanings of Sri Guru Granth 1E 
Sahib which is still adhered to. 


Baba Bishan Singh of Murala, Sant Baba Sunder Singh Bhindranwale, Sant 
| Hakim Singh Amritsar, Mahant Harnam Singh of Murala and Sant Bishan Singh Kareet 
i are some of the prominent pupils who got religious education from him. 


ER Sant Harnam Singh Bedi used to reside in Dera Baba Joga Singh, Amritsar. He 

| served as a Granthi of Sri Darbar Sahib. Right from Giani Amir Singh, all the Gianis of 
} Amritsar had their devotional schooling from Baba Harnam Singh Bedi. He continued 
- imparting religious education in his old age as well. He used to adorn himself with black 
= Clothes, always. Baba Ji had the privilege of teaching to the pupils of Udasi, Nirmale, 


| Adanshahi (Sewa Panthi), Mazhabi Sikh sects also. He left for his heavenly abode in 
| Dera Baba Joga Singh. 


| 
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A ~ Sant Baba Bishan Singh Ji Murale Wale 


E Baba Bishan Singh ji Murale Wale was born in an Arora Sehjdhari Sikh family in 
44 village Bohith, tehsil Kharia, District Gujarat (Pakistan) on Sunday, the first of Chaitar in 
“i i} Bikrami 1909. His father Lal Dev and mother Bibi Ratna Devi had true faith in Gurbani. At 
A | | _ the time of his birth, Baba Bishan Singh was taken to the Gurdwara, after customary bath 
| | i and placed at the altar of Sri Guru Granth Sahib. The Granthi performed the Ardas (prayer), 
| had the order (Hukamnama) of Sri Guru Granth Sahib, distributed the holy pudding among 
_ the Sangat, put the nectar (Amrit) in the mouth of the child and named him Bishan Singh. 
He was very intelligent from his childhood. That is why he became a scholar of Gurban 


'f when he grew up. 
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He learnt Gurmukhi from Sikh saints and was in a position to recite Jap Ji by rote in | , 
i | very young age. He was hardly of thirteen when he visited Sri Darbar Sahib, Amritsar, Tarn 
E Taran Sahib, the Ganges, Prayagraj, Badri Nath, Dehra Doon, Rameshwarm, Mathura, 
l ; Ayudhya, Nankana Sahib, Dera Sahib Lahore, Kartarpur Sahib and Kiratpur Sahib. When 
Ẹ he was 21 years old he happened to visit Sri Amritsar, where he came in contact with 
| Amritdhari Sikhs. He was greatly impressed by them and he got himself baptized (took the A 
< eternal nectar) at Sri Akal Takht Sahib. From that day onward, he observed the traditional | | 
_ Sikh way of living and was always attired in conventional Sikh robes. He used to recite | 
” Gurbani and would concentrate in Shabd. He used to repeat the Gurmantar and Mool 
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| P ` Mantar many times. He learnt from Pandit Tara Singh and Pandit Sadhu Singh, the Yog 4 
| | Mat, Puran Smritis, Grammar and Sanskrit. On these topics he read several books | in nine 
| i 44 long years. 3 | 


4 One day he went to Giani Sant Harnam Singh ji Bedi. It was from him that Baba 

f Í Bishan Singh learnt Sri Guru Granth Sahib and Sri Dasam Granth with their proper meaning $ 
and interpretation. He read the lives of the Gurus. With the grace of pious saints, he took $ 
up the duties of giving religious discourses and of teaching to the students. 


Í 
| 
[H His concentration with the Shabd would never break. He observed the traditional Sikh way 4 
E of living and adhered to it very strictly. He would never fall prey to that type of life which is | 
4 against the Sikh tenets. He would never dream of those norms of life which are against f 
| rue Sikh living and tenets. 


When Sant Amir Singh left for his heavenly abode, he went to the Gurdwara of fE 
Murala on the repeated requests of the Sikh Sangat. It was at this place that he started the f E 
Ẹ Taksal of teaching the Gurbani, religious discourses and Kirtan to the students. About two f E 
'} hundred students used to live and study the Sikh religious books. Prominent among his i | 
Ẹ students are Baba Sunder Singh Bhindranwale, Baba Prem Singh Muralewale and Baba § 
i} Bhagat Singh Ghebe Wale. The community kitchen (Guru ka Langar) was perfectly arranged $ 
| » and the meals were ever ready. The chapatis would be buttered very nicely. Baba Ji would $ E 
) | deliver his religious discourses once a day for two hours, which used to be in the early : 
f | morning. Then he would go away from his pupils and would meditate in a lonely place. 
Apart from devotional recitations the Baba enjoyed serving the Sangat with his own hands. 

“In fact his initiative in this respect was exemplary. He would get up at two at night and $ 
Ẹ would take bath. Then he would read Gurbani as per his usual routine. He would draw 150 | 
Ẹ buckets of water from the well and would fill up the houdies for the bath of the Sangat. 
| - Afterwards he would broom the Gurdwara and would keep the Sri Guru Granth Sahib in | 
ii open state. Then he would recite the Jap Ji Sahib. 


|| 


He lived a life of perpetual benediction and was detached with the material world. | | 
4 
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He would himself grind the fresh flour for the holy pudding to be put at the altar of | 
Sri Guru Granth Sahib. He used to say, “The holy pudding (Karah Parshad) is to be 
served to the ten Gurus as the holy Granth is the embodiment of them. So the stale flour 
will not be used.” Afterwards Giani Bhai Sunder Singh Bhindranwale took this service in 
his hands, but with a great difficulty as Baba Bishan Singh agreed to it after persuation of 
a very long time. | 


“When he used to come to the Gurdwara, none dared to talk anything else but | 
Gurbani or Satnam Waheguru. Every year he would devote certain time, especially to the 
devotion and meditation, which would be apart from his daily routine. In those days he 
would hardly take two handfuls of grams and one seer of water during whole of the day, 
but would meditate for 23 hours. He had achieved such noble ends in his devotion that on | 
the night of one Diwali, the devotees illuminated many Diwas (lights), certain people | 
requested Baba Ji to come out and see the wonderful lights. But he said that | am kindled 
with the eternal light of Waheguru, | am meeting and saying my Guru from my inner-self. 
O Gurmukh ! | have not seen the ceiling of this room for many years. | have not seen sun, 
moon and stars. Why should | see these outer lamps ? | am listening from inside : 

The lamp of Satguru's words 
Mluminates in the temple 
The whole self is awakened. 


Before his departure for his eternal abode, he declared Sant Sunder Singh ji 
Bhindranwale as his successor, who would lead the Damdami Taksal after him. Baba 
Sunder Singh Bhindranwale was a perfect devout Sikh, who would devote most of his 
time to the learning and reciting of the Gurbani. He was ordered by Baba Bishan Singh to 
preach the name of God in the whole of the country or wherever it was possible for him to 
do so. Baba Bishan Singh left for his eternal home after the Bhog of Sri Akhand Path on 
15th Magh at the age of 53. = 
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The 11th head of Damdami Taksal, the theosophist, Giani Sunder Singh Ji Khalsa 
was born on 8th Bhadron 1940 Bikrami (according to 1883 A.D.) on Wednesday in village 
Bhindar Kalan, district Ferozepur. He was perfect in his religious education. The name of 
his father was Baba Khazan Singh and that of his mother was Bibi Mehtab Kaur. 


When he was of six or seven years, his parents, who were puran Gursikhs, said 
that he should start working as a cattleman, so as to be true to the words of Sri Guru 
Nanak : 


One should toil and be bountiful. 
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i Along with this, he was made to learn Panj Granthi, Twenty-two Ballads (Vars), 
writings of the devouts and Das Granthi. With the sincere efforts of his father, he was In 
a position to read Sri Guru Granth Sahib at the age of 9-10 and became an Akhand 
Pathi. He could read the holy Granth without any flaw. Afterwards he got himself baptized 
from the Panj Piaras and became a perfect Sikh. Till the age of 17 he worked hard at 
home and toiled for his livelihood and for contributing towards the common family pool. 
At the age of eighteen he left his home to find the ideal of his life and to attain ultimate 
reality or to get the eternal knowledge. After meeting innumerable Sadhus and saints he 
came into contact with Sant Bishan Singh Murale Wale. He spent a lot of time in his 
| company. It was here only that he found the inner meaning and real depth of Sri Guru 
| Granth Sahib. He came to know the hidden aspect of the scriptures of the great Gurus 
t and attained ultimate reality. He was glowing with the inner light in the first two years 
{only and had the practical knowledge. E 


Í 
| = 
ip Before he left for his heavenly abode, Sant Bishan Singh said to Giani Sunde 
4 | Singh, “O ! Sikh of the great Guru ! ask me anything you want. Remove any doubt yo! 
fi have got in your mind.” | 3 - 
| On this, Giani Sunder Singh Bhindranwale requested with perfect humility an 
| humbleness, “Please bestow upon me whatsoever you please.” Baba Bishan Sing 
said most affectionately, “You preach the teachings of the Gurus for whole of your life 
|| Impart the inner meaning of the Gurbani to the Sangat. Bring the people into Sikh foli 
| Sri Guru Nanak and Sri Guru Gobind Singh will be benevolent to you.” On 13th Mac 
i 1962 Bikrami, Sant Giani Bishan Singh himself performed the ceremony of Dastar Ban 
| | to Giani Sunder Singh Bhindranwale. This ceremony took place in village Murale 
i Gurdwara. E i 
| Being true to the words of his predecessor, Giani Sunder Singh Bhindranwe 
| preached the Gurbani far and wide. He motivated the people to earn their livelinood w 
| the sweat of their body. He advised the people not to fall prey to the so-called illumin 
` and to be away from superstitions. Along with this he dwelt upon the Sikh way of livil 
| Heusedtobeinhis deep meditation and recitation ofthe Gurbani i.e. the sacred scriptu 
| for most of his time. While delivering the religious discourse, his voice used to beco 
so melodious that the audience would be spell bound. He would leave a deep impress 
f onthe hearts of his listeners. Once, he was giving his usual religious discourse, pec 
| were sitting under a canopy. There was a pin-drop silence in the Pandal. The etel 
nectar practically started flowing from the vast canopy, though there was no cloud 
the sky. When the canopy was thoroughly checked, it was found that on its upper : 
there was still eternal nectar. Certain people tasted it and found that it was very SW 
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So they were wonder-struck. 






Sant Sunder Singh advised his students that along with the recitation of the 
Gurbani, they should learn the use of various weapons, and he equipped with them. 
Thus he carried forward that programme of education in weaponry which was initially 
begun by Sri Guru Gobind Singh himself for doing away with evil forces. 












In respect of five K’s i.e. Sikh symbols he would say that they are not only the 
outer symbols of a Sikh but they are the expression of our inner temperament as well. 
They were bestowed upon the Sikhs by the Guru himself. Rather the Guru had ordered 


| | to adorn them. So many Sikhs have gained from these five K’s and will be doing the 
4 same in future as well. 


| | į He was ill in 1986 Bikrami badly, but he was still mentally very alert. He would 
| concentrate himself in Waheguru's name and thus would be under the heavenly spell. 

He offered the service of the Damdami Taksal to his pupil Giani Gurbachan singh Ji 

Khalsa during his life-time only. Giani Gurbachan Singh Khalsa was very obedient and 


a perfect devout. During his life-time he was very near to his predecessor, Giani Sunder 
Singh Ji Bhindranwale. 


According to the will of the Almighty, Akal Purkh, Giani Sunder Singh was listening 
the Kirtan in Gurdwara Sachkhand of the village Boparai. At about eight fifteen he left for 
his heavenly abode on 15th February 1930 i.e. according to 4th Phagun 1986 Bikrami. 


He taught Sri Guru Granth Sahib along with the meaning and explanation for 
f | twenty-one times. He taught about 1300 people, out of whom 1000 were Pathis, 200 
preachers and 100 Gianis. He used to manage the rent, fare etc. of his pupils at his own 
arrangement. Thus he served the Guru Panth for whole of his life. 
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Sant Giani Gurbachan Singh Ji Khalsa 
Bhindranwale 


Sant Giani Gurbachan Singh ji Khalsa Bhindranwale was born on the morning 
49th February 1902 A.D., according to the first of Phagun 1959 Bikrami on Friday. | 
“was a religious scholar, theosophist, well versed in the study of comparative religio 
recited the scriptures with routine and observed the traditional way of living of at 
Sikh. At the time of his birth he was given the conventional bath and then brought to 
Gurdwara Sahib. Instead of being administered the honey as the first food into his mo! 
~ he was given the eternal nectar — the Amrit from the Gurdwara. After the offering of 
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a} holy pudding at the altar of Sri Guru Granth Sahib, the holy Granth was opened at random 
ff and he was named on the first letter of the Mahawak (orders of the holy Granth). 






There was the perfect atmosphere of religion at his home. Therefore, in his very | j 
| | childhood he would put a big covering on the low- -Stringed stool and would imitate the || 
| _ Gurdwara by taking the feather of a peacock in his hands. He studied the Panj Granthi, 
i} _ the twenty-two Ballads (Vars), the writings of the devouts included in the holy Granth and 
|} Banis of daily routine, in his childhood only. He would recite the couplets from the noly 
Granth in a tone of perfect renunciation so that it would seem that he has reached the 
K a : other world, which is of perpetual benediction and love of God. With the sincere efforts of 
| 





































1 the elder brother of his father, he became an Akhand Pathi at the age of mere seven. 


He had the full knowledge of Sanskrit by the time he was of thirteen. After reading 
"4 Ramayan, Mahabharat, Yog Vashisht and a host of other religious books he studied the 
| exegesis or the commentary of Sri Guru Granth Sahib, prepared by 52 Nirmala scholars, 
which is known as ‘Faridkot Wala Tika’. Thus he widened his knowledge but he was yet to 
| achieve that state of mind which is said to be of spiritual bliss. 
f 
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In 1920 A.D., Sant Baba Sunder Singh Ji came to village Akhara. Baba Gurbachan 

Singh was attracted by his magnetic personality. Baba Sunder Singh had gone to that 
village in order to preach the teachings of the Sikh religion. He was so much absorbed in 
_ the personality of Sant Baba Sunder Singh, that the name of ‘Waheguru Waheguru’ would 
be uttered from the core of his heart with each breath. The words of the spiritual discourse 
_ delivered by the Baba pierced through his heart. He was so much absorbed in them that 
` he forgot his own self. It seemed to him, that he has found that path which he wanted to 
-§ tread. He was baptized with the holy nectar by Baba Sunder Singh, and his life had 
| f become an embodiment of a true recluse. He remained true to his faith till he breathed his 

| | last. He offered his body, mind and wealth at the altar of Satguru. Seeing the massacre of 





Sri Nankana Sahib he imbibed in his mind the deep meaning of the following : 
Sacrificed every limb at the altar 
and burnt in the fire of love. 
At Amritsar, on the topmost roof of Sri Harmandir Sahib, he recited the Gur-Mantar 
+ and Mool Mantar for three months and was perfectly under the spell of Gurbani 
| Asceticisin being work-place; patience goldsmith 


became the real state of his mind. 





In 1921 A.D., he reached the Gurdwara of Bhinder Kalan and requested for | | 
the ultimate knowledge to Sant Sunder Singh. Like a wise jeweller Sant Ji selected 4 
this precious diamond and kept him permanently in his group, the Jatha. In due course 
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of time, this jewel was to be adorned in the ring of Damdami Taksal. In order to 
achieve the blessings of Sri Guru Nanak, he started serving the Jatha, the Sangat 
and the Maha Purakh. He would recite the Gurbani while doing anything else. 


He would get up very early in the morning, would devote four hours to meditation. 
Baba Sant Sunder Singh had assigned him the washing of the Gurdwara, opening the 
holy Guru Granth Sahib at random, recitation of Jap Ji Sahib and Sukhmani Sahib and 
to get the Shabd Kirtan started. Sant Giani Gurbachan Singh would discharge all these 
duties in an excellent manner. Sant Baba Sunder Singh recited the full Katha of Sri Guru 
Granth Sahib to his successor Sant Giani Gurbachan Singh four times, most affectionately. 
He was taught by his mentor the Ballads (Vars) of Bhai Gurdas, Kabit Sawaye, the 
poetic creations of Bhai Nand Lal, Sri Dasam Granth Sahib, Sri Guru Panth Parkash, Sri 
Gurbilas Patshahi Chhevin, Dasvin and many other authentic books. With the benevolent 
advice and guidance of his mentor Sant Giani Gurbachan Singh achieved the ultimate 
truth. His inner self was fully illuminated with the deep meaning and explanation of Sri 
Guru Granth Sahib. In order to have a comparative study of other religions he read 
Vichar Sagar, Yog Vedant, Panj Dasi, Moksh Panth and many other books of various 
religions. Along with this study he read the Sikh history very carefully and thoroughly. He 


_ was asked by Baba Sunder Singh to recite Jap Ji one hundred and twenty-five thousand 


| l times and about three million and sixty thousand times the Mool Mantar and Waheguru 


Mantar many times. 


This way, Sant Baba Gurbachan Singh Bhindranwale was deeply absorbed in 
meditation. He would utter the couplets from the Gurbani while sleeping, sometimes. He 


= had all the virtues of an ideal Gursikh, namely getting up very early in the morning, 


: reciting the Gurbani with a strict routine, perfect devotion towards Sri Guru Granth Sahib. 

_ Sharp-sightedness of a Gursikh, imbibing the deep meaning of the Gurbani and to be 

, : very sweet while in conversation with somebody. While listening to the religious discourses 

: of his mentor, he would be in such a state of mind as if he has perfectly lost himself in the 
_ depth of the meanings of Sri Guru Granth Sahib. 


it was at Boparai that Sant Baba Sunder Singh himself listening to the religious 


f discourses delivered by Baba Gurbachan Singh Bhindranwale from Sri Guru Granth 


Sahib. He was beyond himself while among the audience. He was honoured by Sant 


” Sunder Singh and was given a Siropa, a robe of honour. On this occasion Sant Sunder 


| ; Singh said, “No doubt many people had got education from me. Many of them are on 


honourable ranks of service. Many have chosen the homely way of life, but whatsoever 


education | had had from Baba Bishan Singh Muralewale, | very humbly say that | could 


impart that education to Baba Gurbachan Singh only. | give him whatsoever | had received 


- from Baba Bishan Singh. | bestow upon him the responsibility of running the Damdam| 


| Taksal started by Sri Guru Gobind Singh himself.” 





















The Great Souls of Damdami Taksal 


Sawang Bhk, Pa Mg angan, maan 





Tr —- Jip ba Mat 





nai, ingka E ngak, ee bikia dmim. a bi hea a a aSa -r 






-> ag rns. 


| j Baba Sunder Singh left for his heavenly abode on 4th Phagun 1986 Bikrami i.e. 
f | on 15th February 1930 A.D. He delivered the religious discourses ON Sri Guru Granth 
4 Sahibin village Boparai three times and after 3 
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Sant Kartar Singh Ji Khalsa Bhindranwa 


Sant Kartar Singh Ji Khalsa was born 
hure, Tehsil Kasur, 
istrict Amritsar. His father 
Bibi Labh Kaur. Jathedar 
f living very strictly. 

ament Middle School, Knemkara 
khiwind and has higher edu 
al worldly education, heh 


n1932A.D., according to Samvat Bikra 
District Lahore. Now Bhure Kohne (Pt 
s name was Jathedar Jnanda £ 


j < 4989 in village Purane B 
Jhanda Singh was a true Sik? 


Bhure) is in tehsil Patti, D 
4 and mother's name was 
$ adhered to traditional Sikh way © 





| He had his primary education from Gover 
Do his ninth and tenth class from National High School Bhi 
ai from Khalsa College, Amritsar. Along with the tradition 
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religious schooling at the beginning from Baba Bagga Singh who belonged to the same 
village. With the grace of the great Satguru he learnt by heart the five Banis of the 
morning as well as Rehras and Kirtan Sohila at an early age. He was still a student when 
in 1948 he went to Sant Gurbachan Singh Ji Khalsa Bhindranwale at village Bhindran 
and got himself baptized with the eternal nectar of Khanda Bata from five beloveds i.e. 
Panj Pidras. After this ceremonial baptism he became a favourite student of Giani 
Gurbachan Singh Bhindranwale. 


to the recitation of Sikh Scripture. Apart from routine recitation of the Banis, he would 
= read many other portions of Sri Guru Granth Sahib. He got married according to Anand 
= Karaj when he was of eighteen, in 1950. With the permission of his mentor, Baba 
Gurbachan Singh Bhindranwale, and according to the wishes of his father he served for 
sometime as a Patwari, but resigned from this post in 1957 and joined the Jatha 
permanently. He served as an attendant (Garwai) of Baba Gurbachan Singh for some 
time. He used to recite before his mentor Baba Gurbachan Singh the five Banis, Var 
(ballad) of Jaitsri, Var (ballad) of Sata Balwand, 25 pages of Sri Guru Granth Sahib daily. 
| In the evening he would recite the full Panj Granthi, both the Bara Mahas and Jap Ji 
=- Sahib many times as a routine. He remained at the service of his mentor for twenty-four 
hours and would never refuse him anything. 


He was always deeply absorbed in recitation of Gurbani. He would always think 
about the betterment of the Sikh Panth and Qaum (nation). He would always brood upon 
this bitter truth, why our Qaum (nation) the Sikhs are going away from the traditional 
Sikh way Of living ? Have the Sikhs forgotten the sacrifices Made by the martyrs ? Have 
| we forgotten the great service done by our great Gurus for the mankind ? He would 
| consult the wise men among the Sikhs, how the message of the Sikhism should be 


| | family, then why we should not devote our full time for the Spread of Sikh religion ? Why 
f shouid we waste away our time while sleeping or doing other idle things ? In fact it is of 
"NO use living or we do not have the right to live like this.” 
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to such an extent that at Gurdwara Nabha Sahib he could ascend the stairs with the help 
of the Sikh devotees only. But when the devout Sikhs of Chandigarh came atten at night 
and said, “Sant Ji, the Dewan is going on. The whole congregation is waiting for you. 
| Please come along and may speak even for ten minutes.” In spite of the interruption 
| from his attendants and well wishers, Sant Kartar Singh Bhindranwale accompanied the 
_ Sikhs ane reached Sector 19-D, Chandigarh. There he delivered his religious discourse 
‘fortwo hours. He was perfectly in the form and no one could say that he is ailing. On the 
other hand he would say, “Khalsa Ji, who knows when he will be called back by the Akal 
Purkh | therefore one must serve the Sikh Qaum whole-heartedly before breathing one's 



































last.” 

He used to say that in order to spread the message of Sikhism, the preachers 
} should lead an ideal Sikh life. They should be perfectly adorned in the traditional robes 
FT oof Sikhism. He impressed upon the need that every Sikh who speaks from the religious 
rostrum must be baptized. He prevailed upon the management of Sri Patna Sahib and a 
4 Hukamnama, an edict, was issued to this effect. Afterwards 36 Dhadi Jathas and many 
| | preachers got themselves baptized with the holy nectar. He was pleased with it and 
| gave these Jathas the robes of honour. 


Ei On 7th October, 1976 A.D., Sant Kartar Singh Bhindranwale delivered a lecture 
on the martyrdom of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur for two and half an hour at Gurdwara Bir 


Baba Budha Sahib. People not only listened him spellbound but out of a congregation of 
edged that 


about two lakh and fifty thousand people, five thousand people got up and pl 
in future they would not take liquour and would not trim their beards as well. He would 
never go to the home of such a person who indulged in drinking or who would insult his 
own hair, until he promised that in future he will not do so. He would refuse any invitation 
from such people. He would never eat or drink from the home of a drunkard or of such a 


person who would disrespect his own hair. 
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arlier led astray and had fallen prey 


He reformed so many Sikhs who used to bee 
the foundation of Sikh religion. 


to bad habits like drinking etc. Thus he concretized 


The 300th martyrdom year of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur was specially chosen by 
"him for the spread of Sikhism. During that year he addressed so many gatherings in 
_ various schools and colleges and other educational institutions and motivated the youth 
to adopt Sikh way of life. In this connection 37 big processions were also organised at 
|- different places. The success of these processions is beyond description. He did not 
f i care for the emergency which was being imposed by the central government under the 
j j leadership of Smt. Indira Gandhi. The whole of the Sikh community was awakened by 

“ such programmes. He used to lecture for fifteen hours daily in the presence of Sri Guru 
~ Granth Sahib. He asked the Sangat of each village to shout the following slogan - 
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i may sacrifice my head but not Sikhism. 





The Nirankari Deputy Commissioner of Gurdaspur had let loose a reign of terror 
among the people. The Sant made a special programme of taking out the procession 
there. One police officer came to the Sant with an official letter which read that the main 
road should be free from any obstacle by 9 a.m. as two ministers are visiting. The Sant 
Said that the minister of the Punjab government must be intimated that the procession of 
the Saviour of India, Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur is going to pass through this road. The 
ministers should put off their shoes and stand on the roadside with folded hands to pay 
respect to the great Guru. The road should be free from any obstacle so that the procession 
may pass peacefully. 


He was invited to Ludhiana to lay a foundation-stone of the Guru Tegh Bahadur 
Charitable Hospital. When the Sant reached there, about fifteen to twenty people got up 
from the gathering and wanted to garland the Sant. Seeing this the Sant came back. The 
organisers went behind him and asked for the reason. The Sant replied, “To get up from 
the gathering and to garland an individual in the presence of Sri Guru Granth Sahib is 
the direct insult of our great Guru.” On this all the organisers apologised. All of them 
were sent to the congregation by the Sant and he himself went alone. First of all he 
bowed before Sri Guru Granth Sahib. He told them that none is greater than Sri Guru 
Granth Sahib, does not matter he may be on some very high official position. 
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The 300th martyrdom day of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur was celebrated on 7th 
December 1975 A.D. in Ram Lila Ground, Delhi. There was a gathering of about 22 lakh 
people. Everybody got up when Smt. Indira Gandhi, the then Prime Minister of India 
came there. It was only Sant Kartar Singh Ji Bhindranwale who did not stand up and 
kept sitting. He condemned it in strong words from the same stage. Certain people 
spoke from the rostrum and said that Smt. Indira Gandhi has established relationship 
with Punjab. The then Prime Minister Smt. Indira Gandhi said, “The same Delhi Darbar 
which had martyred Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur is bowing towards him on his 300th martyrdom 
day.” 
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The Sant spoke after Smt. Indira Gandhi. He started his speech with the Slogan : 
| may sacrifice my head but not Sikhism. 


He said in his speech, “In medieval period Rajputs used to get bounties after 
giving their daughters. Today this will be a curse on the Sikhs if they follow them suit. 
Therefore none should give his daughter to such a person who has himself insulted his 
hair.” He said the following lines from the Rahtnama ‘One who gives daughter to a Sikh 
and does not take anything, only he is my Sikh and would go to heaven.’ 
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In an other sentence the Sant said, “We want to ask Indira Gandhi, who has 
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i managed the throne of Delhi for you ? If you have come to bow before Sri Guru Tegh 
Bahadur this is not a favour to anybody. Had Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur not sacrificed himself, 


some Muslim might have been on the throne of Delhi, who must have been circumcised. 


| There would have been Islam 


pa n ee, 


~T AE i 


«f the Prime Minister sacrifices her head as many times as there are hair on her 
body, even then she cannot pay off the debt of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur s sacrifice. 
Howsoever big a Prime Minister might be, he is not bigger than our great Guru. Such a 
big Prime Minister should bow before Sri 
greet him.” 

There were slogans on all the four sides on these words of the Sant. Only these 
words were the main reason of the tussle between the Damdami Taksal and Srimati 
indira Gandhi. The Sant would never tolerate anything against Sri Guru Granth Sahib. 
That is why he threatened the false Nirankaris in strong words and afterwards took action 


p 


” as well. 

We are like a river and know our art 

| We will make way in which direction we may go. 

ligion tirelessly during the eight years he 


Sant Kartar Singh preached the Sikh re 
A.D., on 3rd August, while he was on his 


i was the chief of the Damdami Taksal. In 1977 
way from village Malsihan (Jalandhar) 


Hussainpur (near Ludhiana). He was inj 
Hospital, Ludhiana. But the wounds proved to be fatal. So he left for his heavenly abode 


i on 16th August 1977 A.D. i.e. according to 1st Bhadron 2034 Bikrami. The Gurdwara he 
| | had built in the memory of his mentor, Sant Giani Gurbachan Singh Khalsa under the 
4 nameof Gurdarshan Parkash at Mehta Chowk, in the same Gurdwara Gurdarshan Parkash 


the mortal remains of his body were put to flames. 
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on every side and Bibi Indira might have under some veil. | 
| 


SS Tree a gana 


Guru Granth Sahib and we should not getup to | 


to Solan, his car collided with a tree near Adda f 
ured very seriously. He was admitted to CMC | 
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Sant Jarnail Singh Ji Khalsa was born in 1947 A.D. in village Rode Distt. Faridkot. 
§ The name of his father was Baba Joginder Singh and that of his mother was Mata Nihal 
J Kaur. He is considered to be a great general, heart-throbbing of the Sikh youth, a 
prestigious personality, soul of the Panth and grand leader of Sikh nation. His father 
Baba Joginder Singh was a puran Gursikh who had unflinchable and unshakable faith in 










the home of Sri Guru Nanak. 


| 


= a nae mara dad, ee ee ge i = a r erp y — Tia m jaan p da samian e T — eg anna J 


et ee ee ee aa gge, Saltaire. eee = - EE = ree + tea CO 








| 





— 4 ae b 
= 4 ae ® 


si tities 


st =a aana 









e Great Souls of Damdami Taksal 


=_ = — n i 





ee e ae ee? p 


Sant Jarnail Singh got himself baptized with the eternal nectar, the holy Amrit 
from the five beloveds (Panj Piaras) when he was hardly of 4 years and 9 months. He 
made it a target of his life that he will observe the daily routine of a true Sikh throughout 
his life. While ploughing his fields he would recite the Jap Ji Sahib 110 times and Pan) 
Granthi. For eleven years he lived in his village and would recite the Nitnem along with 
tilling the land. Though he had very little conventional education, but his memory could 
earnt at heart Dakhni Onkar in one day, Sukhmani Sahib in 1S 





surprise anybody. He | 
days, Sidh Gost none day and Asa Di Var in 8 hours. 


Sant Gurbachan Singh Khalsa went to village Rode as per his yearly scheduled 
visit, he took Jarnail Singh with him permanently. Baba Joginder Singh had seven sons. 
Thus Sant Jarnail Singh enjoined the Bhindranwala Jatha. He had his religious education 
from Sant Baba Gurbachan Singh Bhindranwale and acquired the knowledge of ultimate 
reading the Sri Guru Granth Sahib correctly, Sikh history 


reality. He was almost perfect in 
ied according to the Anand Karaj 


and Sikh philosophy in one year only. He was marr 
ceremony in 1966 A.D. with Bibi Pritam Kaur daughter of S Sucha Singh of village 


Bilaspur. He was blessed with two sons, ishar Singh in 4971 and Inderjit Singh in 1975 
A.D: At the time when Sant Kartar Singh Ji Khalsa left for his heavenly abode, Baba 
Sant Jarnail Singh was entrusted with the service of Damdami Taksal. The present 
acting chief Sant Baba Thakur Singh himself adorned the ceremonial turban on his 
head. Afterwards Jathedar Bhai Man Singh of Takht Sri Patna Sahib adorned a sacred 
robe of honour on the head of Sant Jarnail Singh, as a mark of recognition by the Takh' 


Sahib. 


Taking into his hands the reign of Damdami Taksal, he started spreading th 
message of Sikhism with great zeal. For eight months he devoted most of his time in th 
villages of Punjab as well as cities and toured the states of Madhya Pardesh, Utte 
Pardesh, Bombay, Calcutta and many other territories of the country and spread th 
message of the great Gurus. He was about to leave for his second tour when the fals 
Nirankaris announced that they would hold a big procession in Amritsar city. The Sa 


accepted this challenge in the capacity of the saviour of the whole Panth. The governme 


and non-sikh organisations and saints started calling it fundamentalism and termec 


as terrorism, but the Sant proved himself as a distinguished personality during the 
unwanted and unreasonable allegations and it added to the prestige of the Taksal. 


After the partition of the country, when the false Nirankaris (Narakdharis) star 
indulging in anti-Sikh propaganda, it was the Damdami Taksal only, who took notice 
the same. It was as far back as in 1953 that the forerunners of the Taksal had smeit t 
false Nirankaris (Narakdharis) are distorting the teachings of the Gurus, putting be! 
the people the wrong history of the Sikhs and were putting forward the Sikh relig 
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sikh rituals in a ridiculous manner. In whole of that period, none tried to understand the 
feelings of the Sikhs, represented by the Damdami Taksal. About eighteen or nineteen 
years earlier, when some Harijans in Tamilnadu embraced Islam, there was a lot of hue 
and cry among the vast sections of the Hindus. There was a protest in the Parliament of 
India, why some Harijans have been converted to Islam ? Consequently, the organisation 
like Vishav Hindu Parishad and Vairat Hindu Sammelan were to be seen on the political 
forum of India, which are out and out communal. In India, the population of the Hindus is 
about 87% (which comes to 60 crore approximately). If a very few of them embrace 
Islam, it would be a very big danger to the Hindus. But the Sikhs are only 2% in whole of 
India. If a portion of them is led astray by some anti-Sikh wave, will it not create misgivings 
among the hearts of the Sikhs at large ? The decision to be made under the situation is 
not far to seek. 


The danger posed by the false Nirankaris towards the Sikhism was brought to the 
notice of Sikh masses by the Damdami Taksal. Right from its inception Damdami Taksal 
has always tried to check the anti-Sikh propaganda. To check the anti-Sikh propaganda 
Is not against other religions. In fact, it is just equivalent to the worry of the Hindus who 
get themselves alarmed when a handful of the Harijans embrace Islam. The main duty of 
the Damdami Taksal is to oppose the anti-Sikn movements that might have arisen from 
inside or outside the Sikhs, but it was never the endeavour of the Damdami Taksal to 
Oppose any other religion. 


The Sant came to Know that in the procession of false Nirankaris, the head of that 
sect and his wife has been seated in a palanquin (palki) and an anti-Sikh propaganda is 
let loose. Certain people by the Sant and certain people of the Akhand Kirtani Jatha 
were sent to persuade the false Nirankaris, but they opened fire on these representatives 
of both the Sikh organisations and killed thirteen people. Many others were injured also. 
In spite of the fact that the Sikhs were peaceful, the Nirankaris resorted to violent means. 
In spite of this bloody episode the session of the false Nirankaris continued for three and 
half an hour. The government openly sided with the false Nirankaris. 


The garden was irrigated with blood. 

Somewhere the martyrs were sown like seeds. 

If the flowers are not glowing now, 

then what willbe the state of mind of the gardener. 


The head of the false Nirankari (Narakdhari) sect was killed on 24th April 1980. 
The Sant was held responsible for this murder both by the false Nirankaris as well as by 
the government. Lala Jagat Narain was murdered on 9th September 1981 and arrest 
warrants of the Sant were issued in connection with that. The Sant courted his arrest in 
the presence of a huge congregation on 20th September. He was taken to various places 
and was asked questions of different nature. But no allegation could be proved against 





t ara, bim.. naam War ni ee, F Si Ta eS rr a Po 


2a — 





de = = ee | 
















a a EEN pangran YE ee 


The Great Souls of Damdami Taksal 


“him and he was honourably released. 
Thou wilt not be checked by the cruel time 
If thou recogniseth thy honour O’my nation. 


| On 26th April 1982, a Morcha (an agitation) was started to achieve a status of the 
~ holy city for Sri Amritsar. Certain Sikhs of the Jatha and Bhai Amrik Singh were arrested. 
| In order to get the innocent persons released, the Sant started the Dharm Yudh Morcha 
© on 19th July 1982, which was owned by the Shiromani Akali Dal afterwards on 4th August 
| 1982 A.D. They demanded that the morcha will continue till the demands put forward in 
_ the Anandpur Sahib Resolution are fulfilled. During the Dharm Yudh Morcha more than 
f forty thousand Sikhs courted arrest in three months. The central government of Delhi was 
| | not agreeing to fulfil even one demand, not to talk of conceding to the Anandpur Sahib 
? : Resolution. In order to make the Morcha unsuccessful, the government started insinuating 
the Sikhs. The government started spreading false propaganda So as to malign the Sikhs. 
E The governmentiet loose a VICIOUS propaganda against the Sikhs through the government- 
controlled media. It was propagated that the Sikhs wanted a further division of India anc 
f were against the Hindus. The Sikhs declared that they would tell to the representatives 0 
| the other countries on the eve of the Asian Games of November 1983, that how the justice 
” was denied to them since 4947. The promises made with the Sikhs by the leaders like 
è Mahatma Gandhi and Pandit Nehru before the independence were not fulfilled. Indir 
` Gandhi gave the direction to Bhajan Lal that how the Sikhs should be treated during thi 
| Asian Games. Even former minister of central cabinet Swaran Singh, retired Air Chie 
| : Marshal Arjan Singh and (retired) General Jagjit Singh Arora were ill-treated. It was fairl 
| ” brought to the notice of the Sikhs that not only they were the third-rate citizens of th 
1 they were the unwanted residents of this country. To add insult to the injur 
; central or state government, Hindu press and intellectuals kept mum on this whole episod 
f None of the congress Sikh ministers tendered his resignation. On these anti-Sikh actiot 
| | of the government, Sant Jarnail Singh Khalsa Bhindranwale had to say that the Sikl 
f were slaves in this country. Now Indira Gandhi was perfectly assured that if the arr 
| ; action is taken on the Golden Temple or Sri Darbar Sahib, the Sikhs in the Congress v 
41 keep benevolent silence. The Akali Dal will also confine itself upto such declarations Ol 
“4 thatit will have dire consequences, the whole responsibility will be of the governme 
į Certain prominent Sikhs has assured Indira Gandhi that Sant Jarnail Singh Bhindranw 
| : will get scared from the tanks and howitzers of the army and shall run away. Then they 
E also desert him. Many leaders, learned lawyers, philosophers, ambassadors etc. WO 
t have consultations with the Sant regarding the Morcha. He used to satisfy everybc 
Subramaniam Swamy had to say, “If Sant Jarnail Singh | 


- country, but 


fi even a statesman like Dr. 
i terrorist, then | am also a terrorist.” 


The government was devoid of all the reasoning and rationality. It was OL 
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government's utter frustration that whole Punjab was put under the control of the army. 
When biood was needed in the garden 
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The garden is ours not yours. 


The nation for whose sake the ninth Guru had sacrificed himself in Delhi and 92% 
of the sacrifices were made by the Sikhs for the independence of the country, that Qaum 
or nation had attacked the Golden: Temple, Sri Harmandir Sahib and Akal Takht on 1st 
June 1984 with tanks, cannons and with lakhs of army men, in return of the sacrifices. 
There was fierce fighting till 6th of June. The government of India felt on the advice of 
certain Sikhs that when the army enters the Golden Temple complex in order to finish the 
Dharm Yudh Morcha, the Sant and his colleagues would surrender with their faces down, 
the stories of the braveries of the Taksal will come to an end. In 1983 one journalist wrote || 
also that all of so-called stories of the braveries of the Sikhs will be proved to be merely f 
a myth. The central government at Delhi was also certain that Sant Jarnail Singh 
Bhindranwale would surrender easily. Which would be the moral defeat of the Sikhs and 
they would be crushed forever. Consequently the frustration that the Sikh community 
would face would finish their distinction and they would remain only Hindus with hair. 
Hence no one would raise the question of different identity of the Sikhs. 


The Sant had realized the full situation in the month of March 1983 and was 4 
determined that what type of leadership he should provide at this critical juncture of the 
history, to the Sikh nation (Qaum) which should shatter the dreams of the enemies of the 
l 4 Sikh Panth and the reputation of Sikhism should touch the new heights. In the ‘action 

{blue star’ and in the eyes of the whole world, the Sikhs were proved to be victorious and 
we do not come across any example of this type in the history. Baba Thahra Singh of 
Damdami Taksal, Bhai Amrik Singh President All India Sikh Students’ Federation, General | 
Subeg Singh were martyred alongwith hundreds of Sikhs. The Sant agreed to the | 
suggesion of the Sikh Sangat and went to some unknown place. 





also come, when we will be the ruler 
nd sky will be ours. 

We will be merry making on the day 

when the garden will be ours. 
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The Great Souls of Damdami Taksal 
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Sriman Sant Jarnail Singh Ji, 
| want to solve the knotty problem of Punjab. We shall find a solution of the demands 
of Punjab with mutual talks, we will settle all your demands within the constitution. Taking 
into account my personal security, fix some time to meet me. Do not waste the potentiality 
of India in such agitations (Morchas). Any dispute can be resolved with mutual talks. You 
are patriotic, brave and hard working Punjabi. | hope you will make a significant contribution 
towards the construction and prosperity of India. 
| With thanks, 
Indira Gandhi 
Prime Minister of India 


q8 risa ute | 


Us kirpan khando kharg, tupak tabar ur tir. 
Saif sarohi saitht yahai hamare pir. 


(Sword, double-edged sword, bow and arrow are our guides or Gurus.) 


The main servant of India from political angle, Bibi Indira Ji, 


| am expressing my thoughts which will reach your deaf ears. My voice will reacn 
to you expressing the discriminations against the Sikhs, which have injured their feelings. 
it may let your deaf ears feel, what type of language has been used. But in order to 
remove your deafness | want to express myself in this letter. Read it carefully. 


The enquiry of the death of Lala Jagat Narain, who was connected with the Hindus, 
was completed within three days, the same may be proved from the warrants of my 
arrest, but the enquiry of the murder of the Guru of the Sikhs, the destruction of wealth of 
the Sikhs collected in the form of buses and the plunder of the Sikh wealth of three lakh 
at Chando Kalan was stopped with a writ of a government official because that enquiry 
was in the hands of a Sikh judge, while my Case was registered with a Hindu judge. This 
is an example of your deafness, because no Sikh had objected why my enquiry was 


entrusted to a Hindu judge. 


The dead body of Lala Jagat Narain who was connected with the majority Hindi 
community was handed over to Ramesh after post-mortem. But the dead bodies of abou 
one and half a dozen Sikhs at Mehta Chowk in police firing were never handed over t 
their relatives. This is a clear example of discrimination. 


None of the Hindus have gone to jail for Hindi Suba, none has courted arrest fc 
renaming a train after the name of a Hindu temple. No one has ever gone to jail fi 
getting the status of a sacred city for some Hindus Railway station. None of the Hindt 
have made any sacrifice for the preservation of a Hindu symbol. After independent 
they got everything that suited their religion. 
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But contrary to this, after independence more than one lakh of Sikhs have courted 
arrests and a large number of them has been martyred for Punjabi speaking state, for 
installing a transmitter in Golden Temple, for a status of a distinct nation, for getting the 
Status of a sacred city for Amritsar and for getting the right to adorn the Sikh symbols. 
Even then your deaf ears have not heard anything. 





Sikhs have already faced the cruelty of the rulers with peace, but you should know 
that when the patience is exhausted the Sikhs have resorted to the armaments according 
to the advice of Sri Guru Gobind Singh- 


| 
| 
| When all the means of peaceful solution are exhausted 

| it îs Just to resort to arms. (Zafar Nama) 
|| 
} 


But we have still no programme to resort to arms, but if the injustice with the Sikhs 
continues like this under the intoxication of chair (state of power) it will not be tolerated for [| 
many years or months, because our patience has exhausted as we have been observing 
the peaceful means since long. While asking the government to accede to our demands 
we have been propagating that a Hindu should be perfect in his religious symbols i.e. he 
should keep a tuft of hair unshorn on his head, should have a stick in his hand, should 
wear Dhoti, should wear a sacred thread, should have 12 saffron marks (on head, nose, 
chin, shoulders, cervix, palate etc.). He should read Geeta and worship Shivling. He should 
go to temple and,ring the holy bells, and should not smoke tobacco. We think such a 
Hindu as our brother. A Muslim should be perfect in his religion and Sikh should be a 
perfect Sikh. That is what we preach. How far is it true to term sucha person as a terrorist ? 


Under the spell of false prestige of state power, many rulers have tried to finish the 
Sikhs and there is no sign of them now. If you continue your atrocities and tyranny | am 
afraid, you will meet the same end because power and wealth never remain permanently 
with anybody. Our holy scripture say : 


The praise of wealth... does not compare God. 
At long last people like Ravan went barefoot 


Putting off clothes of Sikh girls and asking their fathers to have sex with them, to 
put tobacco in the mouth of a Sikh and spitting in his mouth, making a wound in the thigh 
and putting salt into the wound, putting the houses of the Sikhs on fire, making false 
cases on Sikh girls, arresting the Sikh students, killing them in false encounters, and 
protecting the murderers of Sri Guru Granth Sahib, the chief minister, S.P. D.R. Bhatti, $ 
Ludhiana, D.I.G. Mangat Patiala and their companions are the glaring examples of f 
"4 deafness. Everything is told here in brief. 


J CEEE gi Nah a) ns te nameang [A panyana aa an x 


Let the time come | will tell in detail the discrimination meted out to the Sikhs. 


Jarnail Singh Khalsa 
19-2-83 












Sant Baba Thakur Singh Ji 


Known as the Sikh religious personality, reverent Baba Thakur Singh was born in 
1915 A.D. in village Ichogil, district Lahore (Pakistan). The name of his father was reverent 
Baba Bahadur Singh and that of his mother was Bibi Prem Kaur. Baba Bahadur Singh 
and Mata Prem Kaur both were baptized perfect in reciting Nitnem and had full faith in 
the home of the Satguru. After the partition they migrated to India and made village 
Sadarwala near Makhu, district Ferozepur their permanent residence. 


from childhood, Baba Ji is self-absorbed and perfect 


Right from the beginning i.e. 
ful, deeply engrossed in reciting the Sikh religious 


in meditation, benevolent, benign, peace 
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The Great Souls of Damdami Taksal 


scriptures and have perfect faith in Satguru. Right from the very young age he would not 


-indulge himself in outward games and never wasted his time in idle prattle. When he 


NG ian anaa In, m daa ga an aaa aa aaa pata tarian anganan = aa = 
| 


grew up he started helping his parents in the daily routine work but his mind would always 


be occupied with the name of the Satguru. Right from his childhood he believed in eating 
after its distribution amongst others as he saw the Satguru in everybody. While always in 
the deep meditation of the Satguru, he wished he should have company of some holy 
men, who must have been baptized with holy nectar, so that he should spend rest of his 
life in that manner. 


When he came to know through the Sangat that at this time, Giani Gurbachan 
Singh Ji Khalsa is propagating the Sikh religion along with his Jatha, Baba Ji set out from 
his house towards Bhindar Kalan district Moga. He was told by the Sangat that Baba 
Gurbachan Singh Ji Khalsa was a great Sikh scholar and was enjoying the blessings of 
Sri Guru Gobind Singh. Baba Ji was baptized by the five beloved Sikhs (Panj Piaras) 
with the holy nectar. Baba Gurbachan Singh Khalsa came to know the state of mind of 
Baba Thakur Singh and handed him over the service of the community kitchen or Guru 
Ka Langar. Baba Ji discharged this duty whole-heartedly. After the service of two and half 
a year Baba Thakur Singh was admitted to the Jatha permanently and was given the 
knowledge of ultimate truth or theosophy. 


Till the day his soul departed to the Sachkhand, Baba Thakur Singh was his 
permanent attendant for 22 years. Being happy on his selfless service, the perfect Saint, 
Sant Baba Gurbachan Singh showered his blessings on him and gave him exalted spiritual 
position. His words are, “The time will come when you will be entrusted with great tasks 
and service.” After he left for his heavenly abode Baba Thakur singh was with Sant 
Kartar Singh Bhindranwale for eight years and served the community kitchen i.e. Guru 
Ka Langar with great devotion. He was highly regarded by the Saint. He was consulted 
before taking any important decision. That was a time when the Sikh Panth was facing 
the crisis. There were all out efforts to cow down the Sikhs. Sant Kartar Singh Khalsa 
took out 37 long processions which awakened the sleeping Sikhs. It was at that time that 
Sant Ji announced amongst the Sangat, “If the government dares to arrest me then 
Baba Thakur Singh will take the responsibility of the Taksal into his hands. He may entrust 
the service whomsoever he likes.” 


When Sant Kartar Singh Ji Khalsa Bhindranwale left for his heavenly abode, Baba 
Thakur Singh appointed Sant Jarnail Singh Khalsa as the chief of the Damdami Taksal. 
The Sant would always follow the advice of Baba Thakur Singh. 


In July 1982, when Sant Jarnail Singh Ji Khalsa started the Dharam Yudh Morcha 
from Amritsar for the independence of the Sikh Qaum (nation), the management of 
Gurdwara Gurdarshan Parkash Mehta Chowk was given to Baba Thakur Singh. In June 
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1984, the government attacked the Golden Temple Amritsar and thousands of Sikhs 
; | were martyred. After the attack the Sant left for some unknown place. In his absence, the 
f service of the Damdami Taksal and the de facto authority of the Sikh Panth was given to 
Baba Thakur Singh. Baba Ji is discharging this duty with great courage and farsightedness. 
_ He has been entrusted with this task at a critical juncture and he is leading the Sikh 
=- Qaum like an enlightened religious leader. The Sikh Qaum (nation) has accepted him as 
its religious chief and have rallied round him. 
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He is carrying forward the preachings of the Damdami Taksal. He goes to 
different places in india and abroad in religious functions. He has baptized thousands 
of people with the holy nectar and has given their hand to the Satguru. He has 
been continuing the teachings and training in Shabd Kirtan of the Jatha. He has 
helped the Sikhs who have been arrested and wrongly put into jails in the legal 
matters. He iS looking after the families of those who have been martyred. 


SS 
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$ Making a very big contribution towards the Sikh Panth he has survived the custom 
of Sarbat Khalsa. He has discharged the duty of the Kar Sewa of Sri Akal Takht Sahib in 
: an intelligent and hard working manner. He has served innumerable Gurdwaras and is 
| still serving. He has completed the Kar Sewa of Gurdwara Shaheed Ganj (B-Block) 
H \ Amritsar. He has constructed a Gurdwara on the Kiratpur Road for the convenience of 
| : the Sangat. He has started Khalsa Academy (affiliated with C.B.S.E., New Delhi) anda 
H ; hospital in the memory of Sant Giani Kartar Singh Ji Khalsa at Mehta. 


i Sant Baba Thakur Singh is the spiritual backbone of the Sikh world. He is the 
: heart-throbbing of the Sikhs. He occupies a privileged place as far daily Sikh routine, 
| ; humility, religious knowledge etc. are concerned. He is perfectly a pious man. He has 
~ such a forceful personality that when he stands up and says, “Waheguru Ji ka Khalsa, 
Waheguru Ji ki Fateh” the lakhs of wavering minds get consoled. 
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Khalsa Jivan 23. Chaupai Sahib Gutka 
Nitnem Steek (25 Path) 


Amrit Ras ( 2Parts) 24. Chaupai Sahib Pothi 
Itihas Damdami Taksal (50 Path) 


Gurmat Rahit Maryada 25. Panj Granthi 
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Paviter Jivan 26. Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji 
(Sant Giani Kartar Singh ji) Santha Sanchi (2Vol..) 


10. Mool Mantar (Punjabi) 2/. Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji 
11. Mool Mantar (English) (Coloured) Santha Sanchi (2Vol.) _ 
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12. Raagmala Gurbani Hai 28. Sri Dasam Granth Ji 
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Damdami Taksal (Jatha Bhindran) 
Gurdwara Gurdarshan Parkash, Mehta 
Amritsar (Pb.) INDIA. 

Ph:. 01853-256226,426,826 





